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BIG TRANSITIONS
The most terrifying thing in life is worse than the tallest roller coaster, worse

than the scariest movie, worse than the angriest 2-year old. Nothing is more terrifying
than the uncertainty of a Big Transition.

A Big Transition can take many forms. It can be a life stage transition —
graduating, changing jobs, or retirement. It can be a relational transition — dating,
marriage, divorce, a birth or death in the family. It can be a situational transition —
buying a new house, unexpected financial problems, or health issues. The
uncertainty brought about by a Big Transition can be overwhelming. It throws us off
balance and causes us to be confused and unsure of ourselves. We just want the Big
Transition to pass by so we can move on with our lives, but instead that Big
Transition just seems to loom larger and larger until it’s all we can think about.

In Joshua 1, the Israelites are facing a Big Transition. After being slaves in
Egypt for many years, God has rescued them and set them free. Moses has been
leading them through the desert and now they are on the verge of entering the
Promised Land. But taking the land won’t be easy. There are bumps in the road
ahead. There are hostile armies that need to be overcome. There will soon be a
leadership change from Moses to Joshua, which is huge for a people who have
depended on Moses’ leadership and guidance for their entire lives up until now.

Listen to God’s words of encouragement to Joshua in verses 6-9: “Be strong
and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to
their forefathers to give them. Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all
the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that
you may be successful wherever you go. Do not let this Book of the Law depart from
your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything
written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. Have I not commanded
you?  Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the
Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua and the Israelites needed
to learn, as we do today, that strength and courage do not come from confidence in
myself or the stability of my current situation. Rather, true strength and courage arise
from confidence in God!

This is encouraging to me personally. Right now, I am going through a Big
Transition. I have been serving in the GVBC Youth Ministry for the past 26 years, the
last 13 years as the full-time Youth Pastor. But my final day in Youth Ministry will be
December 11, just a few days away. Layne Wakuta will be our new full-time Youth
Director, and Craig Yorizane will be overseeing the 180 High School Ministry under
Layne’s leadership. God is calling me to start up a new Marriage & Family Ministry
here at GVBC, which I truly believe is needed and long overdue. I am planning a
GVBC Marriage Conference the weekend of February 12-14, and hopefully launching
a new marriage program in March. Down the road we will have more resources
available for counseling, parenting, blended families, and so much more. I am
excited, but also scared about the uncertainty of what lies ahead. But Joshua 1:6-9
reminds me to be strong and courageous. God is leading me. God is with me. As long
as I am faithful to Him, I have nothing to fear. I can face the uncertainty of the future
because I can hold onto the certainty of God’s presence and faithfulness in my life.

Are you facing a Big Transition in your own life?  Hold tightly to the
encouragement of Joshua 1:6-9. Whatever happens, the Lord your God will be with
you wherever you go!

His servant,
Daniel Matsuda

Associate Pastor, Marriage & Family
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November Board Report
by Jim Kawashima, Moderator
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Donations and Flowers given
in honor or loving memory

FROM TO
Mary Maeda Mike Maeda

For Nehemiah 5
Susie Shelley Doris Flower

For Nehemiah 5
Bob & Teresa Matsushima Kats Sakatani’s 90th birthday

For Nehemiah 5
Hazel Endo Ida Nagai

For Friday Food Ministry
Susan Shelley Frank Jr.

For Nehemiah 5
Merrick Yoshida Wallis Yoshida

and Jodie & Voltaire Rivera
Merrick Yoshida Maurice Ishimoto

and Jodie & Voltaire Rivera

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones support
College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.

DEAR GVBC FAMILY

Hope everyone's Thanksgiving was a wonderful experience this year. There is so much to be thankful for
and we start with the Triune God. Everything we have — material and otherwise — is a blessing from God.

Your Board met on Tuesday, November 3 to discuss church matters. We approved the minutes of the
October Board of Deacons meeting and the September financial statement.

September cash receipts of $105,285 and disbursements of $120,203 resulted in a negative $14,918 for
the month. Year-to-date receipts of $986,034 and disbursements of $992,967 resulted in a negative $6,933.

The income for the month of October was $106,677, compared to October 2014 which was $93,775.

Nehemiah 5 received $36,706 for the month of October, which met our monthly need, however it was just short of our
commitment.

Your Board voted to remove Masako Minami from membership as she has gone to be with our Lord in Heaven.

We approved two fundraisers, as requested by the Hula Ministry to sell recipe calendars and from our Mission's
Committee to sell Lana Coffee to support projects in Thailand.

Your Board also approved a gift to Evergreen Baptist Church L.A. as they celebrate their 90th Anniversary.

The meeting closed after a short discussion of open items and updates.

If you have not heard, all voting items at the Annual Election Meeting on November 8 passed.

On behalf of the GVBC Board of Deacons, thank you for you attendance and continued support of your church leadership
[see article on page 7 with ].
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TRANSFORMED BY GRACE
PROFILE OF DAREN LOU
BY KATHY AISO

“God never abandons you.” — Pastor Steve Langley

God made miraculous changes in Daren Lou’s life. Daren
had attended the junior high school ministry at GVBC and
some retreats to Alpine. Soon after, he prayed to accept
Jesus in his heart and believed God died and rose again for
the whole world, but didn’t fully grasp what it meant to follow
and have a relationship with Jesus. Later, as part of the Mira
Costa High School’s (MCHS) varsity football team, Daren
played left offensive guard. Unlike the other players and a
number of students at MCHS, Daren avoided drinking, sex,
drugs, and wild partying. Outwardly, he set a good example,
yet inwardly he was extremely judgmental of his peers. In his
mind, he put them all down for their lifestyles. His response
was, “I don’t need anyone.”  So, he stayed to himself. During
this time, his weight skyrocketed from 180 to 235 pounds
because of poor diet and weight lifting.

CHANGING HIS APPEARANCE TO FIND ACCEPTANCE

Following graduation from MCHS, Daren attended Santa
Monica City College (SMCC). While at SMCC, he gradually
lost 90 pounds. He felt, through changing his outward
appearance and becoming more serious at school, he could
be accepted into the social groups he would enjoy and be
happy. At age 20, he accepted Uncle Yosh’s (Amano)
invitation to attend the GVBC Men’s Retreat. The retreat was
a pivotal event in Daren’s life. He felt an instant camaraderie
with the men in his discussion group. All were strong and
welcoming older Christians who openly shared their personal
struggles with the group. Daren felt reassured upon learning
these men had experienced struggles similar or like his own.
In sharing his own struggles, he felt accepted for who he was.
God reached out to him, not only through the discussion
group, but through the retreat message. He took to heart the
message of, if a man was a true leader, he took ownership of
his responsibilities and did everything out of love for Jesus.

When Daren returned home, he was a different person,
having accepted and committed himself to the Lord. His
judgmental nature was replaced with God’s love. Never before
had he helped around the house, but he started extending a
hand. His loving attitude toward his younger sister, Channing,
reflected in the positive interactions they now have. Daren’s
change was so dramatic — after talking individually to both his
parents about the status of their faith — they started attending
church regularly.

LEARNING MORE ABOUT GOD

Daren began actively seeking the Lord through studying the
Bible, praying, and regularly attending church. As a greeter for
the college group, he was able to reach out to college
students, extending himself especially to those who appeared
withdrawn or depressed. Daren could empathize with each
one, having once been there himself. He also grew steadily in
the Lord after being discipled by Stan Terasaki from 2013 to
2014 and individually counseled through question and answer
sessions with Pastor Ron Matsuda in 2014.

When Daren became a true
believer in 2009, he finally found
the true purpose for his life. He
realized he was created to
glorify God. As a result, he was
motivated to make positive and
practical changes in his life for
the Lord.

MINISTERING IN OUTREACH

Not only did God help him gradually change inside,
but he became interested in outreach. At Cal State
University Long Beach (CSULB), Daren participated in
the Asian American Christian Fellowship (AACF).
While a foreign exchange student in China from 2009
to 2010, Daren learned to speak Chinese and took
part with the local Chinese Church and International
Church. Upon returning to the U.S., he resumed his
studies, graduating from CSULB in 2011 with a B.A. in
Financial Management. In 2014, he received his M.A.
in Accounting. Today, he works as an accountant at
Belkin in Playa Vista.

DAREN AND DIANA MEET

At his last semester at CSULB, Daren met his future
wife, Diana (nee Sakata) at an AACF Bible Study.
Daren and Diana were married at GVBC in June by
Rev./Dr. Fred Tanizaki . He loves Diana’s joyfulness
about life. Her joy is reflected in her quick-witted
charm which people find endearing. It creates
opportunities for her to make friends with many
people.

“Diana loves to catch people off guard by saying or
doing something funny and totally unexpected,” Daren
shared. “She loves seeing the end result — the happy
and surprised reactions of those around her.” Every
morning, Daren and Diana have daily devotions
together. On Tuesdays, he meets regularly with four
other men in a young adult men’s ministry.

GIVING GOD ALL THE PRAISE AND GLORY

In recognizing how the Lord has changed him, Daren
affirms, “It’s a miracle!”  One of his favorite Bible
verses, Psalm 34:3, reminds him about giving God all
the praise and glory for all He has done.

“O magnify the LORD with me, and let us
exult His name together.”

Giving God all the credit for the positive changes in his
life, Daren beams, “I am very satisfied with my life
today.”

Daren & Diana Lou’s
engagement photo
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEWS 28:19

MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING
Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119.
This is a prayer time for our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing missions work. Please join us
for prayer. Information on our missionaries and mission projects will be provided. For any
questions please contact Linda Hayashi through the church office. Open to all.

MICHAEL & CHRIS MASON, JEMS, OASIS CHURCH, JAPAN
JEMS Mount Hermon Family Camp provided a place of spiritual growth and renewal this
summer for Michael, Chris, and Luke. While on furlough, the Masons also attended Jesus
Culture Conference and Willow Creek’s Global Leadership Summit where they were also
spiritually blessed. This summer, the Masons enjoyed reconnecting with old friends and also
visiting some of the churches which support them. They were greatly encouraged by the
affirmative support they received as they shared about their ministry at Oasis Church and
Kansai Christian School. In addition, they were able to visit both sides of their family. Thanks
to the generosity of some dear friends, they visited Disneyland and the California Science
Center (CSC). At CSC, they saw the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Michael, Chris, and Luke are all back at school in one capacity or another. Chris is assuming
new responsibilities as the fulltime 1st/2nd grade teacher at Kansai Christian School (KCS).
With the students coming from Japanese-speaking families, Chris teaches the regular subjects
in an ESL (English as a second language) environment. It is a challenge and she asks for
prayer as she teaches each day. She not only wants to be an effective teacher, but also a
nurturing one.

Luke started high school and adjusted well. The Masons request prayer for Luke to experience
much academic and spiritual growth this school year. Once again, Michael returned to KCS as
all-school chaplain. He reported there is a good group of high school students who seem
eager to follow the Lord. Pray Michael’s messages will encourage these students to seek a
deeper relationship with Jesus. The Masons happily reported several members stepped up
and took leadership roles at Oasis Church (OS) while they were gone. Please pray the
members will use this past summer’s growing experiences as a stepping stone to further
growth. Currently at OC, 1 Corinthians is being studied. “May the Lord use this wonderful book
to teach, equip, and lead us to become the people He wants us to be,” writes Michael and
Chris. Thank you for also keeping OC in prayer.

KEN & DIANE KUDO, SEPAL OVERSEAS CRUSADE, SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
At the Kudos’ church, the leadership and body takes baptism and membership of a new
Christian very seriously — they think of both as one. At the Kudos’ church it generally takes
three to six years for an individual’s baptism. For some, it can take over 10 years. During
that time, the individual is actively engaged in Bible study as well as attending classes and
worship services. As pastor, Ken acts as “quality control,” helping to decide who is ready for
baptism. With those starting in their Christian walk, Ken teaches a beginning class on
Saturday which takes three to four hours Unlike most churches, the Kudo’s church does not
allow new converts to undergo baptism at will.  “We expect more maturity and confirmation
of their sanctification,” writes Ken.

Why does the process leading to baptism and membership take so long at the Kudos’ church?
It’s because most churches in Brazil have no commitment to the Lord; take the authority of the
Bible lightly by not confessing sin and getting right with the Lord; and show other signs
revealing little or no spiritual growth. Bottom line:  These so-called believers don’t appear to be
sanctified. Most churches in Brazil also do not deal with cultural problems native to the
country, such as:  corruption, sensuality due to broken marriages, and sexual abuse. The
Kudo’s church responsibly deals with these issues. The end result is, those who receive
baptism at the Kudo’s church are more mature, growing, and are committed Christians.

Please pray for the Kudos and their team of disciple-makers to remain steadfast in their
commitment to effectively equip, liberate, and heal disciples. Also, they will be able to send
those to the mission field who are called.
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES

To Jan Magnani (our GVBC staff secretary) and family in the passing of Jan’s mother,
Natsumi Nanaumi, who passed away on Monday, November 30.

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT

Congratulations to Eddie & Eileen Yorizane, as they welcomed a new daughter-in-law!
Son Todd married Dorothy Kwok on Sunday, November 15 at the Brookside Golf and
Country Club in Pasadena [pictured at right]. Brother Craig was part of the groomsmen
celebrating this special day.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY

Dear GVBC, Thank you so much for letting us use your facility for Joji Nakakihara’s
[Mae’s husband] funeral service. You have a beautiful church and I can’t thank Gerald
Mayewaki enough for making the service so memorable — music was great. From my
heart thank you, Mae Nakakihara

To my GVBC Church Family,  Today, on my 80th birthday, I want to share this gift with
my family and friends at GVBC. In OASIS, we are studying Ephesians. I learned that
God chose me so that I “. . . would be holy and blameless before Him.”  So, I desire to
live by serving Him in my fellowship with our church family. In Christ’s Love, Helene
Shimane

COFFEE FROM THAILAND VILLAGES
BY PASTOR STEVE LANGLEY

Over the last few weeks, the Missions Ministry has been selling Lanna Coffee
from villages in Thailand that our American Baptist missionaries, Mike & Becky
Mann, work with. Starbuck’s purchases about 50% of their coffee and the rest
is sold in Thailand and the United States. We’ve already sold 94 bags and
fundraised $423 to help send our 2016 Thailand Team back in January.

The Missions Ministry decided we will continue taking orders for Lanna Coffee
through January 2016. We will place an order through their Fresno office once
a month.

Order forms are available in the Narthex. Put your completed form and
payment into an envelope and place it in the offering bag or drop it in the mail
slot next to the La Salle entrance.

We will place our next order on Monday, December 14.

This is a very hands-on way to support GVBC missions as well as the Thailand
villages.



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

OASIS
OASIS is not meeting until Wednesday, January 6.

ROOTED (COLLEGE-AGE & YOUNG ADULT)
Sunday nights, 5:00 — 6:30 p.m., east side of the
Community Hall. ROOTED, a college-age and young
adults ministry, gathering together for a time of teaching
and praising the Lord!  This Sunday, December 6
ROOTED will join our Church Family Christmas Potluck
[noted below] from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Questions can be
directed to Chris Koga, chris@gvbc.net or Brad Toy,
brad@gvbc.net. [NOTE: once a month ROOTED will meet
for a special event which may be offsite].

CHURCH FAMILY CHRISTMAS POTLUCK
Family-friendly potluck THIS Sunday, December 6 at 5:00
— 7:00 p.m., Community Hall. Join us for a great time of
fellowship with food, games, our Children’s Ministry
singing, and singing Christmas carols. Everyone invited.

Based on your last name, please bring enough of the
following to serve 6 to 8 people:

A - J Main dish and salad
K - N Main dish and side (veggies, pasta, potatoes, or

rice dish)
O - Z Main dish and dessert
White rice and beverages will be provided.

Singles are invited to bring only one dish (as listed above)
or pay $5 at the door. We will order food to supplement
the potluck dishes. If you want your serving dishes and
utensils back, please label them.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, December 12, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Our
Bilingual Service will be a beautiful Christmas Concert.
One Voice vocal group will lead us in worship. We will
sing Christmas songs in both English and Japanese.
Refreshments served in Room 201 after the service.
Everyone welcome. For more info contact Pastor Eiji
Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

JAPANESE MESSIAH CONCERT
Saturday, December 19, Nichigo is holding their annual
Japanese Messiah Concert in the Sanctuary. Doors will
open at 6:00 p.m. then the concert will start at 6:30 p.m.
For info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Thursday, December 24, Community Hall, 6:00 p.m. and
11:00 p.m.
 6:00 p.m. family service. Children invited. During the

service they will be invited to sit up front to hear a
Christmas story titled: “O Bethlehem.”

 11:00 p.m. candlelight communion service
Each service will end with lighting candles and singing
Silent Night by candlelight.

OFFICE CLOSED FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25 & 26
Christmas Holiday

BAPTISM SUNDAY
December 27, both worship services in the Sanctuary.

OFFICE CLOSED MONDAY, DECEMBER 28
GVBC Holiday

~ 2016 ~

OFFICE CLOSED FRIDAY, JANUARY 1
New Years Day

WORK DAY
Saturday, January 2, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up
coffee and donuts and end with a delicious free lunch. No
experience needed. Come when you can, leave when you
must.

COME FORWARD COMMUNION SERVICE
Sunday, January 3

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, January 18 Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, December 16 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, December 13.

Announcements

BOARD PRAYER after our second worship service is now in room 119 (across from the kitchen).
When the ushers are called forward and our offering is taken, you can go to room 119 for individual
prayer. Our first worship service prayer time will remain in Room 158 behind the Sanctuary.

GARDENA FOOD PANTRY

We are collecting during the month of December.

Please leave your donated items in the brown box in the Narthex.

A complete list of most needed items is available on the Narthex
counter. Please DO NOT BRING expired food items.

We also accept checks (make payable to GVBC with Food Pantry
on the memo line), cash or give online.

WOMEN’S WEEKEND DVDS AVAILABLE

Copies of the three messages by our 2015 Women's Weekend
speaker, Ellen Hong, are available at the A/V Ordering Table
behind the Community Hall. Each DVD contains all three
messages. Cost is $2.00 per DVD.

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING RESULTS

Over 130 church members met on Sunday, November 8 to fellowship over lunch and
conduct official GVBC business.

Silvio Carrara and Hermann Schurr were voted in as Treasurer and Church Clerk,
respectively.

David Cheng, Kate Bun and Bob Matsushima were elected as Board of Deacons
Members-at-Large.

The 2016 General Fund Budget was presented by current Treasurer, Wes Harada,
and Budget Committee Chairperson, Pastor Steve Langley. The budget was
unanimously approved with 129 votes.

Evangelism Ministry Chairperson, Cindy Matsuda; Discipleship Ministry Chairperson,
Pastor Annette Kakimoto; and Marrieds/Family Ministry Pastor, Daniel Matsuda,
shared about their respective ministries.

Pastor Steve introduced the 2016 Thailand Team and   support-based Pastoral
Interns Diane Ujiiye and Michelle Law.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor, Young Adults
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Both Services in the Community Hall
Series: What We Really Deserve for Christmas

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6/COMMUNION
Second Sunday of Advent
Pastor James Chang
We Deserve Condemnation, He Gave Us Mercy

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13
Third Sunday of Advent
Pastor Daniel Matsuda
We Deserve Rejection, He Gave Acceptance

CHRISTMAS SERVICES, DECEMBER 20
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Pastor Steve Langley
We Deserve to be Left Alone, He gave Us His
Presence
**Bring your Advent Conspiracy Christmas stockings**

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
6:00 p.m. Family Service
11:00 p.m. Candlelight Service

SEASON
OF

ADVENT


